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Precipitation: When  
atmospheric water falls  
under gravity. Main forms  
include drizzle, rain, sleet, 
snow and hail. 

Watershed: The land area 
where all the water “runoff” 
from rain and melting snow  
or ice drains to a single place 
like a river, lake or ocean.

Impervious: A surface  
water cannot soak through.  
Examples: sidewalks, roads  
and parking lots.

Pervious: A surface water  
can soak through. Examples: 
grass, soil and sand.

Runoff: Water that doesn’t 
soak into the ground and 
instead moves to the lowest 
point. 

Groundwater: Underground 
water that is held in the soil 
and pervious rocks. 

Reservoir: A place for storing 
a fluid or regulated water.

Evaporation: When water is 
changed from its liquid form 
and joins the atmosphere.

Pollution: The act of dirtying 
the pureness or cleanliness of 
something.

Toxic: Capable of causing 
injury or death, especially by 
chemical means; poisonous.

Student Word:  

______________________

Water on earth today has been here for millions of years. Because 
of the water cycle, water moves from the earth to the air to the earth 
again and again in a never-ending cycle. Water keeps moving and  
changing from a solid to a liquid to a gas, over and over again.

3
challenge: 
Where is water in your community? 
Where does it come from and go?  
How do you depend on water?  
How does it depend on you?
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In 60 seconds or less, write below all of the ways you use water. 
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Precipitation

Condensation

Evaporation

Aquifer

Groundwater
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����������� Water is everywhere around us and allows us to survive.

Precipitation

Storm Drain
Gutter

Rain
Barrel

Garden

Trees

Flowers

Sprinkler

Hose

Storm Drain

Downspout

Puddle

Drinking
Water

Fire
Hydrant

Waste Water 
Treatment 

Plant

Where Water goes

Living
Things

Roots

Water
Tower
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Roots

Groundwater
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Rain Water Treatment Your
NeighborhoodReservoir

* Water sources and processes vary by city.
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To nearby 
Body of Water, 
River or Ocean
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Fruits and Vegetables

Shower

Washing
Machine

Fire
Sprinkler

Toilet
Sink

The water you get from your faucet can come from two places - from the water in lakes or rivers (surface 
water) or from water that comes from wells (groundwater). Many people who live in large cities or towns 
get their water for drinking from lakes and rivers. But most people in the United States get their drinking water 
from groundwater after passing through an aquifer.



Sewer Waste
comes from:
HomesHomes
Storm DrainsStorm Drains
BusinessesBusinesses

Stormwater Pipe

Stormwater Pipe

Stormwater PipeSewage Treatment Plant

Sewage Treatment Plant

Sewage Treatment Plant

Sewage Treatment Plant

Overflow
to Streams, 

Rivers & LakesRivers & LakesRivers & Lakes
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Combined Sewer Overflows 
(CSOs) are when an overflow of sewage from(CSOs) are when an overflow of sewage from
pipes carrying raw sewage (toilet water) to a pipes carrying raw sewage (toilet water) to a 
sewage treatment plant mix with a stormwater sewage treatment plant mix with a stormwater 
pipe. This usually happens when there is heavy pipe. This usually happens when there is heavy 
rain and pipes become “backed up” and then mix rain and pipes become “backed up” and then mix 
and empty out into a nearby body of water. and empty out into a nearby body of water. 

Everything that goes Everything that goes 
into the storm drain into the storm drain 

ends up in our waterwaysends up in our waterways 

unfiltered!

Each time something is dropped on anEach time something is dropped on an impervious surface like a sidewalk, no matter what it is, it cansurface like a sidewalk, no matter what it is, it can
end up washing away and become a part ofend up washing away and become a part of stormwater runoff..

Stormwater PipeStormwater Pipe

Catch BasinCatch Basin

Storm drains were created to catch rainwater were created to catch rainwater 
to keep streets from flooding. Most storm drains to keep streets from flooding. Most storm drains 
empty out into a nearby body of water.empty out into a nearby body of water.



Your Name:

Watershed Address:

Closest body of water to you:

Next closest body of water to you:

Closest ocean to you:

)'2'

Date____________________________ Time of Day ____________________________

Weather: Sunny Cloudy Rainy Other __________________________________ 

Cold Warm Hot Temperature __________________________________________

List 5 different ways you use water: How many of each is in your school or home? 

1. Toilets 

2. Sinks

3. Water Fountains

4. Sprinkler Hoses

5. Fire Hydrants

Where do you get your drinking water?  
Find out at http://water.epa.gov/drink/local/index.cfm

Other:

How many bathrooms are in your school? 

Girls

Boys

Where does your shower water come from? How many fire hydrants are on your street?

Where does water go when you flush your toilet? How many storm drains are on your street?

Where does water go when it leaves your sink? Does your school have a water meter?  
___ Yes          ___ No         ___ I don’t know

How many gallons of water a month does your school use?
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Visit http://water.epa.gov/type/watersheds/address.cfm and investigate your school to answer the questions below.
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Name____________________________________

Age______________________________________

Favorite # ________________________________

Watershed Address:

Nearest Body of Water____________________________________________

Next Closest Body of Water ________________________________________ Next Closest Body of Water ________________________________________ Next Closest Body of Water ________________________________________ 

Ocean __________________________________________________________Ocean __________________________________________________________Ocean __________________________________________________________

Your Signature __________________________________________________Your Signature __________________________________________________Your Signature __________________________________________________

Date___________________________________________________________Date___________________________________________________________Date___________________________________________________________

Where is water in your neighborhood?Where is water in your neighborhood?

Where does it come from?Where does it come from?

What does it do?What does it do?

Where does it go?Where does it go?

DRAW YOURSELF HERE
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Puddle

Rain

Drinking water  
for birds

It evaporates 
in the Sun

Example:
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Without water the Earth would Without water the Earth would Without water the Earth would 
look like the moon. look like the moon. look like the moon. 

All living things need water to All living things need water to All living things need water to All living things need water to All living things need water to 
survive. People can live several survive. People can live several survive. People can live several survive. People can live several survive. People can live several 
weeks without food, but only weeks without food, but only weeks without food, but only weeks without food, but only weeks without food, but only 
a few days without water. We a few days without water. We a few days without water. We a few days without water. We a few days without water. We 
should drink 6 to 8 glasses of should drink 6 to 8 glasses of 
water each day! water each day! 

Water makes up 83% of our 
blood, 70% of our brain and 
90% of our lungs. Overall, our 
bodies are 70% water. 

A tomato is about 95% water. A tomato is about 95% water. 
An apple, a pineapple and an An apple, a pineapple and an 
ear of corn are each 80% ear of corn are each 80% 
water. water. 

List your findings from your data sheet.List your findings from your data sheet.


